“Thoroughly Equipped” Part 4 “Christ Rules Over Us”
The phrase of “Christ the King” is probably familiar. We may have heard the phrase, “King of kings and
Lord of lords” as another reference to Christ. But what exactly is a king and why and how does Christ
serve as king? Let’s find out…
Old Testament Kings…
 1 Samuel 8:10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a
king. 11 He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you will do: He will take your sons
and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12
Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to
plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment
for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He
will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his attendants.
15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and
attendants. 16 Your menservants and maidservants and the best of your cattle and donkeys
he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will
become his slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have
chosen, and the Lord will not answer you in that day.”
19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. 20
Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and
fight our battles.”
21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the Lord. 22 The Lord
answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.”
a. From this account what are two key roles a king would provide for the people?

b. From your knowledge of OT Kings, how well did they do at these two roles?

Jesus as King…while on earth:
 Hebrews 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so
that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15
and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.
 1 Corinthians 15:56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Revelation 1:5-6 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and
power for ever and ever! Amen.

a. What battles did Jesus fight for us? What was the outcome?

b. How do we try to fight these battles on our own? What is the outcome?

Jesus as King…still today:
 John 18: 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the
king of the Jews?”
34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to
me. What is it you have done?”
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my
arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this
I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
 Matthew 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
 Revelation 1:5-6 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for
ever and ever! Amen.
 2 Timothy 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his
heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
 Ephesian 1:22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every
way.
a. Jesus says his kingdom is not of this world, yet it is active in this world. Explain.

b. In your own words, based on the thoughts of these passages, how does Jesus continue to
rule as king today? What impact directly does that have on your life?

Crown Him with many crowns, The lamb upon the throne:
Hark! How the heav'nly anthem drowns All Music but its own!
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless King Through all eternity.

